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trunk of the Australian bottle tree resembles a swollen soda-water bottle,
whilst a group of blackboy trees (the Australian grass tree) looks like
a band of aboriginals on the war path, for their tangled branches, with
the stiff leaves of an aloe, are surmounted by a long, bulrush-like flower
that looks like a spear.
The pottery tree of Mexico is so-called because its hard bark contains
a large amount of silica. This is burned and the ash mixed with clay,
and the ingredients are used in the making of earthenware.
AGE   OF   TREES
The oldest tree in the world was supposed to be the famous dragon
tree, Dracaena, of Teneriffe, which was blown down in 1868. With a
trunk forty-five feet in girth, it was said to be 6,000 years old. Professor
Bessay counted 1,147 annual rings of growth on a Californian giant in
the Mariposa Grove. It was twenty-five feet in diameter, so that its
stump made a spacious floor.
Among European trees the maximum age is roughly as follows.
The yew can live for 3,000 years, the oak for 1,500, the Scots pine for
1,000, the maple for 600, the larch for 300, the beech for 245, the aspen
for 210, the lime for 200-300, the birch for 200, the ash for 170, the elm
for 160 and the myrtle for 150.
SACRED   TREES
Just as the Bible speaks of the Tree of Knowledge, so the mythology
of almost all the nations regards trees as symbols of divinity. In 'the
Gobi Desert of Central Asia, where trees are rare, they are accorded
divine honours, as they are also in the pampas of South America. At
Palenque in Yucatan, Central America, the sacred world tree of the
Mayas was symbolized by sculptured stones in the form of a cross.
The Phoenicians venerated the acacia. Under the Tree of Asoka, in
India, it is meritorious to pray to Shiva, the king of the gods. Near
Sinsheirn in Baden an ancient tree still stretches its bare branches to the
sky; it was an object of pilgrimage to the ancient Germans, who had
no idols but worshipped their gods in sacred groves. The Teutons
venerated the ash Yggdrasil. At Buddh Gaya on the Ganges people
still worship a scion of the bo tree under which Buddha sat in a trance
until enlightenment came upon him. A cutting of the same tree, said
to have been planted in 245 B.C., is at Anuradhapura, Ceylon.
At Souk Ahras in Tunisia the inhabitants venerate the ,sacired olive
tree in whose shadow St. Augustine used to sit 1,500 years ago, and
by the sacred waters of Sawid in Arabia there stand some ancient date-
palms, which are decorated for religious festivals as in die days when
Mohammed walked among them. In the Garden of Gethsemane olive
trees, sci often mentioned in the Scriptures, raise their pale green'
braoclies to heaven. At Mamre, in Palestine3 there was 2,000 years ago
$ famous sacred oak; there is a holy tree there today. Beneath this tree
has it that Abraham was buried.